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‘CRAZY KIDS WITH CAMERAS’ TO INVADE MISSOULA PUBLIC LIBRARY
MISSOULA —
Students at Missoula’s Willard Alternative School often have life experiences that don’t
fit the typical teenage mold. They may view the world through a different lens, and an exhibit
of their photography will be displayed during May at the Missoula Public Library.
“Willard Photovoice: Crazy Kids With Cameras” will be shown in the library lobby
facing Main Street. The exhibit was organized by Bethany Swanson, a University of Montana
graduate student in environmental studies, as a way to help local high school students connect
with their community. She was assisted by Whitney Warren, Flagship Program coordinator at
Willard School, and Gwen Hoppe, Willard art teacher.
Willard students also will host a reception at the library Friday, May 6, as part of the
First Friday Art Walk.
The exhibit is part of the Willard Photovoice Project, which aims to document the
students’ sense of place. Willard students define sense of place as “a community we enjoy
being in, feel connected to, feel safe and secure in, and are valued.”
“By placing cameras in the hands of those with relatively little access to policy and
decision making,” Swanson said, “Photovoice empowers marginalized people to express their
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story —literally giving them a voice through photography.”
She said Willard students discussed power, ethics and community in the context of
photography, practiced their technical skills and documented their personal sense of place
using cameras. They also planned the library exhibit.
“The Willard Photovoice project serves as an excellent example of utilizing the
community as a context for learning,” Swanson said. “In addition, Missoulians can sneak a
peek into the hearts and minds of an extremely insightful group of young people.”
For more information, call Swanson at 531-3124, Whitney Warren at 728-2400 ext.
4760 or Rita Squires at 721-2664.
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